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to Mr. P^incis, finding the gentlemen were toth unacquainted with the
modes usually observed on those occasions, I took the liberty to tell them
that if they would fix their distance, it was the business of the seconds to
measure it. Colonel Watson immediately mentioned that Pox and Adam had
taken fourteen paces, and he recommended the distance. mx. Eastings ob-
served it was a great distance for pistols; but as no actual objection was made
to it, Watson measured and I counted. When the gentleman had got to their
ground, Mr. Hastings asked Mr. Francis if he stood before the line or behind it,
and being told behind the mark, he said he would do the same,and immediate-
ly took his stand. I then told them it was a rule that neither of them were to
quit the ground till they had discharged their pistols, and Colonel Watson
proposed that both should fire together without taking any advantage. Mr.
Hastings^asked if he meant they ought to fire by word of command, and was
told he only meant they should fife together as nearly as could be. The
preliminaries were all agreed to, and both parties presented; but Mr. Francis
raised his hand and again came down to the present'; he did so a second time,
when he came down to his present—which was the third time of doing so—
he drew his trigger, but his powder being damp, the pistol did not fire. Mr.
Hastings came down from his present to give Mr. Prancis time to rectify hie
priming, and this was done out of a cartridge with which I supplied him upon
finding they had no spare powder. Again, the gentlemen took their stands,
both presented together, and Mr. Prancis fired. Mr. Hastings did the same
at the distance of time equal to the counting of one, two, three distinctly, but
not greater. His shot took place. Mr. Prancis staggered, and, in attempting
to sit down, he fell and said he was a dead man. Mr. Hastings hearing this,
cried out, 'Good God! I hope not,' and immediately went up to him, as did
Colonel Watson, but I ran to call the servants.''
When Prancis was shot, Colonel Pearse sayai—1'! ran to call the servants
and to order a sheet to be brought to bind up the wound. I was absent about
two minutes. On my return I found Mr. Hastings standing by Mr. Prancis,
but Colonel Watson was gone to fetch a cot or palanquin from Belvedere to
carry him to town. When the sheet was brought, Mr. Hastings and myself
bound it around his body, and we had the satisfaction to find it (sic) was not
in s> vital part, and Mr. Francis agreed with me in opinion as soon as it was
mentioned. I offered to attend him to town in my carriage, and Mr. Has-
tings urged him to go, as my carriage was remarkably easy. Mr. Francis
agreed to go, and therefore, when the cot came, we proceeded towards the
chariot, but were stopped by a deep, broad ditch, over which we could not
carry the cot; for this reason Mr. Francis was conveyed to Belvedere."
•
Leaving Belvedere we will turn once more into Alipore
Road. In 1756, after the siege of Calcutta, Suraj-ud-Daula
changed the name of the place to AKnagar, and the
seat of his principal agent, probably at Belvedere, he named
Alipore. Within living memory Alipore included the
most productive arrowroot fields in the world.
the agri-horticultural society.
On our left we find the grounds of the agri-horticul-
tural society in which our readers who love the gentle
art of gardening will take a lively interest. These lands,

